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Antidote to Hitler and Mussolini 


For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her 
fornication,-and the kings of the earth have committed 
fornication with her. —Rev. 18.3. 


OUTH-ALMIGHTY Hitler and Mussolini have two weapons 
i which have made the nations fear their wrath. One is ruth- 


less military might, the other, blind faith of their followers 
in human prowess. These weapons are neither new nor 
secret, but are the old weapons of evil employed by tyrants of all 
time, civil and ecclesiastical. Some among us proclaim that de- 
mocracy is doomed unless it also uses these two weapons. But 
ES LU NERS eetereernee aan ene woe 

America became great because it employed two other weapons 
the sword of the spirit and the fear of the wrath of God. it has 
always been God-loving and God-fearing. It has depended upon 

- God as a God of power and also a God of wrath. It has had no 
blind faith in any man, nor fear of alleged almighty power of any 
man. Its religion as a consequence has been a force that energized, 
that gave faith, strength and purpose. With that religion it can still 
conquer many would-be Caesars, for the “Blitz” in their hands is as 
water before the lightning of the wrath of God. 

Much has been said of Fascism as a religion. But, like the religion | 
of Rome, it is sustained by the anathemas of mere men who assume 
the place of God on the relics of the throne of Caesar. It is but the 
application of the religion of Rome to secular affairs. It must fail 
as a religion for nations as well as for individuals. Nations and 
individuals alike, who wish to survive and prosper, must place their 
faith in God. A religion that directs its fear and respect to a man, 
ad matter how mouth-clmighty he makes himself, must inevitably 

Evil can only be overcome by good; man can only be redeemed 
by God. 
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@f EDITORIAL NOTES AND COMMENTS fo 


PAPAL ENIGMA 


ANY are confused as to the stand 
of the Catholic church toward 
Hitler’s ‘‘new order’’. Because of the 
confusion tacties of the Jesuits and the 
traditional papal policy to blow hot and 
then cold, even those of otherwise keen 
intelligence find it difficult to retain 
their sense of perspective. Only a clear 
understanding of the historical, un- 
changing policy of the Catholic church 
enables us in the present crisis to dis- 
tinguish the true frgm the false. 
Despite occasional speeches by Cath- 
olic spokesmen in apparent efforts to 
appease democratic governments, no 
one can fail to see that the actions of 
the Catholic church as a whole favor 
the principles of Nazi-Fascism. There 
has been no papal condemnation of Axis 
aggressions and much of the effort to 
aid Britain in defense of democracy 
has been gravely obstructed by the offi- 
cial stand of the Catholic church in the 
United States, South America, Ireland 
and elsewhere. 


Fritz Thyssen, firm Catholic and 
multimillionaire of fascist persuasion, 
recently added to the confusion by stat- 
ing that the Hitler regime, far from co- 
operating with the Catholic church, is 
persecuting it. Whether Thyssen is 
really a fugitive from Germany or an 
astute spy of Nazidom under the guise 
of an exile is still open to question. 
Still a Fascist at heart, this man who 
put the Nazi regime into power cannot 
be relied upon in his statements regard- 
ing the Vatican’s relations with the 
Axis dictators. Even more to be dis- 
counted is the opinion of the Broadway 
columnist, Walter Winchell, who re- 


cently went out of his way to deny any 
tie-up at all between the Vatican and 
Hitler. 

Vatican spokesmen do not go so far 
as to proclaim openly with Mussolini’s 
mouthpiece Farinacci, that ‘‘ Catholics 
constitute a bloc in the Axis’’. Instead, 
as the New York Times reported from 
Rome on Sept. 9, they say that ‘‘the 
pope has made it impossible to oppose 
the Nazis after refusing to come out 
against Russia’’. Even if this were an 
attempt of the pope to be neutral in a 
matter of such grave moral import, it 
would ill become one who is believed by 
millions of Catholies to be the Vicar of 
Jesus Christ and the very mouthpiece of 
God on earth. cop 


CATHOLIC OBSTRUCTIONISTS 


DMINISTRATION leaders in 
Washington have been plainly 
worried at persistent Catholic opposi- 
tion to every one of its defense and aid- 
to-Britain-and-Russia efforts. Evidences 
of it multiplied to an alarming extent. 
The hair’s breadth vote for draft exten- 
sion was the result of pressure chiefly 
from Catholic constituencies. The Cath- 
olie press as a whole assailed the Roose- 
velt-Churchill peace aims.as visionary 
and of no importance. It was chiefly to 
appease the Catholics that the President 
hastened to assure Congress that the 
peace aims included freedom of reli- 
gion, which was obvious. Supreme 
Court Justice Murphy was bitterly as- 
sailed by the Catholic press and high- 
ranking prelates for his speech sup- 
porting the Administration’s foreign 
policies before the Knights of Columbus 
Convention. 
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The Jesuit way of putting it is that 
to be against the Administration’s for- 
eign policies and defense program does 
not necessarily mean being pro-Nazi- 
fascist, that to be anti-Roosevelt does 
not mean being pro-Hitler-and-Mus- 
solini. This may sound true in word, 
if said with tongue in cheek. But in 
heart and deed it is not so. In plain 
language, not to be with Uncle Sam 
just now in his fight against the Nazi- 
fascist dictators is to be against him— 
and with them. ‘‘ He who is not with me 
is against me.’’ 

~Ooe 


FRANCE’S CRUCIFIXION 


ARSHAL Pétain’s formal sell- 
out of France to the Axis powers 
on August 12, was not displeasing to 
Catholic church authorities here. It 
was stated by the Catholic press to be 
the logical step for France to take, and 
would lead to France’s rehabilitation. 
Despite the facts, the Jesuit maga- 
zine America, August 23, would have 
us believe that the action of ‘‘the high- 
minded and idealistic Marshal’’ does 
not necessarily mean his acceptance of 
fascist philosophy. 

Everything the traitorous Marshal 
said in his broadeast announcement 
was in keeping with the policy of Vati- 
ean Catholicism: authority from above, 
as in all fascist countries, not from be- 
low, as is the democratic way ; the death 
of parliamentary democracy; increase 
of police power; extirpation of F'ree- 
masonry; the setting up of a hierarch- 
ieal, authoritarian state, wherein the 
Catholic church will have more say 
than workingmen’s groups and,the mass 
of the people. 

Next in order will be the usual fascist 
concordat with the Vatican, as has 
happened in other countries as soon as 


democracy received its deathblow at 
the hands of its fascist executioners. 
With democracy dead, France will fol- 
low the pattern of other victims: Italy, 
Germany, Austria, Portugal, Slovakia, 
Spain. 

~~ 


BOMBS DESTROY BIBLES 


EGRETTABLE news has come 

that the entire stock of Holy Scrip- 
tures and most of the printing machin- 
ery of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society in London were recently de- 
stroyed by Nazi bombs. This Society 
supplied most of the Scriptures in 
Spanish, not only to Spain itself, but 
to the Spanish-speaking countries of 
Central and South America. The Ameri- 
can Bible Society in New- York will do 
its best to take over this work, since it 
will be a long time till the British 
Society can obtain new machinery to 
replenish its supply. 


~o 
DICKERING WITH THE NAZIS 


IME will tell how dependable are 
reports of the dickering of Lord 
Halifax with leading Catholic officials 
in the United States as entrepreneurs 
with the Nazis with a view to a negoti- 
ated peace. A syndicated dispatch from 
Helsinki by Donald Day to the New 
York Daily News of August 27, gave 
assurances ‘‘from an absolutely true 
source’’ that such negotiations took 
place with Nazi officials in Sweden after 
Lord Halifax returned to England to- 
ward the end of August. About that 
same time, Mr. Myron C. Taylor re- 
turned to Rome as President Roose- 
velt’s envoy to the Vatican. 
Nothing would please the Catholic 
church more than a negotiated peace 
now with Hitler. As this report from 
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Helsinki correctly stated, ‘‘The col- 
lapse of the Soviet Government and 
then a peace between Germany and 
England would open the way for scores 
of Catholic missionaries who have been 
studying the Russian language in the 
Baltic states.”’ 


How far Lord Halifax would allow 
himself to be duped by ‘‘leading Catho- 
lie officials in the United States who 
oppose American entry into the war, 
even to save England from defeat’’, 
we cannot imagine. He is said to be one 
of those who oppose Churchill’s deter- 
mination to destroy Hitler’s Europe 
with the aid of Russia. If so, then he is 
indeed with the Vatican. 


ELIGIOUS FREEDOM is no- 
where better defined than in 
the Syllabus of Errors of Pope 
Pius IX: 
“Every man is free to embrace and 
profess that religion which, guided 


by the light of reason, he shall con- 
sider true.” 


Mr. Talcott M. Banks, writing to 
the New York Times, August 22, re- 


minds us of this, and adds that this 
is the sense in which it was under- 
stood by the founders of our Re- 
public. Later, attention was justly 
called to the fact, however, that 
Pope Pius IX so defined religious 
freedom in order to condemn it 
along with all other American free- 
doms in his Syllabus of Errors in 
1864. 





And I give unto them eternal life; and they 
shall never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of my hand. 

My Father, which gave them me, is greater 
than all; and no man is able to pluck them 
out of my Father’s hand.—John, 10:28, 29. 


* * * 


We do not question God’s power, but the 
point is, do we believe His promises? 
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POLISH-CATHOLIC ANTI- 
SEMITISM IN ENGLAND 


W Americans know of the ram- 
pant anti-Semitism of Polish-Cath- 
olic refugee groups in England and 
their anti-Semitic weekly Jestem Poli- 
akem. It temporarily ceased publica- 
tion in May, but its editors denied that 
it had been suppressed by the govern- 
ment because of its violent anti-Semitie 
articles. The Catholic Herald immedi- 
ately sprang to its assistance, and under 
a double-column headline on May 4, 
which declared ‘‘Catholic Polish Paper 
Does Not Get Fair Hearing’’, defended 
Jestem Poliakem as ‘‘an independent 
Polish paper edited by Polish Cath- 
olies.’’ It also published a letter from 
the editors affirming their attachment 
to Christian principles, and which stat- 
ed: ‘‘None can deny the existence of 
a Jewish problem in the world, and in 
Poland in particular. It is our aim to 
solve the problem in accordance with 
Christian ethies and without any form 
of violence.’’ The Catholic Herald was 
the only newspaper at the time that 
defended Jestem Poliakem. 


Then on May 9, Home Secretary 
Herbert Morrison declared in Commons 
that he had declined to take any action 
against Jestem Poliakem, adding that 
the behavior of the publication would 
be watched. Later, a new Polish anti- 
Semitic pamphlet was issued by Zyg- 
nunt Przetakiewicz, who is regarded 
as the spiritual guide of young Poles 
in England. The author declares : ‘‘We 
know from history and the church the 
facts telling that the Jews and Masons 
aim to destroy Catholicism.”’’ 

* * = 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 


just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.—1 John, 1:9. 


* s a 
In every sinner, regardless of how low 


down he had gone, our blessed Lord saw a 
potential saint. 
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SPREADER OF THE 
SCRIPTURES 


ELICITATIONS were received by 

the American Bible Society from 
President Roosevelt, Chief Justice 
Charles Evans Hughes, Mayor La 
Guardia and others on the occasion of 
its 125th birthday on May 7th. Con- 
gratulations were in order, for no one 
can fail to recognize what the American 
Bible Society has achieved since its 
founding in New York in 1816. During 
that time it distributed three hundred 
and five million copies of the Book 
which still remains the world’s best 
seller. In 1940 alone, it distributed 
7,695,401 volumes, and had on hand 
translations of the Bible in 1,051 dif- 
ferent languages and dialects. 


It is well to recall, however, that these 
accomplishments of the American Bible 
Society encountered the violent opposi- 
tion of the Roman Catholic church, 
which still upholds the decree of the 
Sacred Congregation of the Index 
(June 13, 1753), that ‘‘versions of the 
Bible in the common tongue shall not 
be permitted, unless they have been ap- 
proved by the Apostolic See, or are 
accompanied with annotations from the 
Holy Fathers of the Church’’, and 
that ‘‘more harm than benefit arises 
from the Sacred Scriptures when pub- 
lished in the language of the common 
people’’. ‘ 


Pope Pius VII issued an Encyclical 
letter on June 29, 1816 (one month 
after the founding of the American 
Bible Society in New, York) in which 
he says in part: 


“It is the duty of every bishop above all 
to set before the eyes of the faithful the 
malice of this nefarious plan, and to pro- 
claim, in keeping with the precépts of the 
Church and with all erudition and wis- 
dom, that the Bible printed by heretics, 
according to the rules of the Index (2 and 
3), belongs to the class of forbidden 
books, and that experience has proved 
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that owing to the rashness of men, more 
harm than benefit arises from the Sacred 
Scriptures when published in the lan- 
guage of the common people (Rule 4). We 
must, therefore, adhere to the salutary de- 
cree of the Congregation of the Indez, of 
June 13, 1753, that versions of the Bible 
in the common tongue shall not be per- 
mitted, unless they have been approved 
by the Apostolic See, or are accompanied 
with annotations from the Holy Fathers 
of the Church.” 


This was followed by the Encyclical 
Ut Primum, May 5, 1824, of Pope Leo 
XII, which says: 


“You are aware, Venerable Brethren, that 
a certain Bible Society is impudently 
spreading throughout the world, which, de- 
spising the traditions of the holy Fathers 
and the decrees of the Council of Trent, is 
endeavoring to translate, or rather to per- 
vert the Scriptures in the vernacular of all 
nations. . . It is to be feared that by false 
interpretation, the Gospel of Christ will 
become the gospel of men, or still worse, 
the gospel of the devil.” 


Pope Pius VIII also issued an en- 
cyclical blast? in 1829 against Protes- 
tant Bible Societies, ‘‘which, at great 
expense, freely distribute among the 
common people new editions of the 
Bible in every vernacular language’’. 
Pope Gregory XVI was specially in- 
censed against the Protestant Christian 
Alliance, founded in New York in 1843, 
and its work of spreading the Scrip- 
tures. In an Encyclical Letter? ad- 
dressed to all the bishops of the world 
on May 8, 1844, he says: 

“We have decided to issue this epistle to 

you, Venerable Brethren, in which, in re- 

spect of all the aforesaid Bible Societies, 
already condemned by Our predecessors, 

We again, with Apostolic authority, con- 

demn them, and by the same authority of 

Our supreme Apostolate, We reprobate by 

name and condemn the aforesaid new so- 

ciety of the Christian Alliance instituted 
last year in New York, and other associa- 
tions of the same kind, if any have joined 
it or shall join it. Hence, let it be known, 

that all such persons will be guilty of a 

grave crime before God and His Church 


* Traditi. : 
* Inter praecipuas machinationes. 
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who shall presume to give their names or 
lend their help, or in any way favor any 
of the said societies.” 


Pope Pius IX, in his Encyclical Qui 
pluribus, 1846, is especially bitter 
against the spread of the Scriptures 
among the common people. He says: 

“These crafty Bible Societies, which re- 
new the ancient guile of heretics, cease 
not to thrust their Bibles upon all men, 
even the unlearned—their Bibles which 
have been translated against the laws of 
the church, and often contain false ex- 
planations of the text. Thus the divine 
traditions, the teaching of the Fathers, 
and the authority of the Catholic church 
are rejected, and everyone in his own way 
interprets the words of the Lord and dis- 
torts their meaning, thereby falling into 
miserable errors.” 

In order to counteract the spread of 
the Bible in English-speaking countries, 
the Catholic church was obliged to is- 
sue editions of it in English, with the 
annotations, or footnotes, ordered by 
the popes. Their translations of the 
New Testament from the Greek origi- 
nals, however, were in many instances 
very defective. The key Gospel word 
‘‘repent’’ (Greek: metanoia), for in- 
stance, was translated as ‘‘do penance’’, 
thus substituting mere external acts of 
mortification for true internal conver- 
sion, or change of heart and mind. This 
year, however, the Catholic church in 
the United States authorized a new 
translation of the New Testament more 
in keeping with the original Greek 
codices and giving the word metanoia 
its true meaning. But modified foot- 
notes remain; in many instances they 
distort the obvious meaning of the text 
in order to make it conform to particu- 
lar Roman Catholic practices. An out- 
standing instance is the footnote to St. 
Paul’s teaching about Jesus Christ as 
the only high priest of the New Testa- 
ment, ‘‘who needeth not daily, as those 
other priests, to offer up sacrifice, first 
for his own sins, and then for the peo- 
ple’s; for this he did once, when he 
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offered himself’’—Heb. 7 :23-27. The 
footnote to this in the Douay version is 
as follows: ‘‘This hinders not that he 
may offer himself daily in the sacred 
mysteries (the mass) in an unbloody 
manner.’’* This is not only a distor- 
tion of the obvious meaning of the text, 
but a direct nullification of it. 

Yet, despite these attempts to inter- 
pret the Scriptures to suit Roman Cath- 
olie usage, it is a cause for rejoicing that 
the Roman Catholic people in English- 
speaking countries are now given and 
encouraged to read the Bible by their 
own church authorities. We have the 
American Bible Society to thank for 
this. It has so flooded the world with 
copies of the Sacred Scriptures that, 
despite the condemnations of the popes, 
Catholics could not but have it brought 
to their attention. 


Substantially the Catholie Bible dif- 
fers little from Protestant versions. If 
read prayerfully by Roman Catholics it 
must eventually convey its true mean- 
ing. The Spirit of Truth, the only in- 
fallible guide, not the annotations of 
popes and biblical censors will reveal its 
saving message to them. 


-—-oO-- 


ONE ON THE IRISH 


Buffalo, June 13 (UP).—John J. Callahan, 
33, said: “I’m against Roosevelt, Heil Hit- 
ler.” 


Chief City Judge Hillery said: “30 days.” 
“I’m still of the same opinion,” Callahan 
replied. ‘ 
“You may be, but I’ve changed mine—60 
days,” the court responded. 
ocr 


‘“God who commanded light to shine 
out of darkness, hath shined im our 
hearts to show the light of the knowl- 
edge of the glory of God, in the face 
of Jesus Christ.’’ 


*The new revision happily omits this 
footnote, and merely says of Jesus Christ 
(v. 24): “Since He always lives He has no 
successor.” 
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STREAMLINED NUNS 


LARM has been spreading in Cath- 
olic circles in America because of 
the shortage of young girls as aspirants 
to convent life. The result of a recent 
survey by the Jesuit Father E. Garesché 
revealed many possible causes for the 
shortage, among which were: desire for 
the natural pleasures and conveniences 
of life, decline in immigration from 
Catholie countries, birth control among 
Catholic families and, though seemingly 
insignificant, the unhealthful, ugly and 
burdensome dress nuns must wear. 

A new and startling type of nun has 
now appeared in America which, though 
completely solving only the last named 
difficulty, would seem_to open up a 
completely new chapter in the develop- 
ment of sisterhoods in the Catholic 
ehurch. This new order of women is 
called ‘‘Ladies of the Grail’’; they 
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dress in flimsy, flowered print frocks 
reaching to their knees, flesh-colored 
hose, retain and do up their hair as 
other girls do, and differ in no outward 
way from the 1941 American girl. They 
live together but not in a cloister; the 
Archbishop of Chicago has purchased 
for them a large estate that was former- 
ly Doddridge Farm (which belonged to 
the Episcopalians) where residences on 
the bungalow style have been erected as 
living quarters. But they take vows like 
other nuns and sisters of the Catholic 
church—the same three: chastity, pov- 
erty and obedience. Their work is to go 
out into the world, mix chiefly among 
working girls and in every way possible 
spread the doctrines and teachings of 
the Roman Catholic church. 


According to an article in Time mag- 
azine, of July 21, this order of ‘‘ Nuns 
in Mufti’’ was founded by a Jesuit in 





Myron Davia 


“Ladies of the Grail” — Catholic church’s streamlined nuns, 
1941 model, and their modern “nunnery”. 


Picture courtesy of “Time” magazine 
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Holland about twenty years ago, and 
was intended to work for the Catholic 
church as ‘‘borers from within’’ the 
modern world, much after the manner 
of communists. They are still few in 
number, but great things are expected 
of them. 


Groups of women like these, even 
though they take vows, cannot be nuns 
in the strict sense of the word. They 
would form another ‘‘religious congre- 
gation’’, and their vows not to marry, 
not to own private property and to 
obey implicitly what is commanded of 
them, would in all probability only be 
of a temporary nature, renewable year 
by year. How many will sueceed thus in 
living in and taking part in the world 
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while bound by vows to keep apart 
from it and its attractions will remain 
to be seen. 


This secularizing influence on the 
Catholic church is forced upon it by 
contact with the more sensible, tolerant 
and practical religious outlook of Prot- 
estantism. It is not relished in Rome, 
however, where everything Protestant 
and American is regarded as heretical 
and leading to Godlessness and pagan- 
ism. It is the aim of church authorities 
in Rome to have all priests in the 
United States and other English-speak- 
ing countries dress as priests are obliged 
to do in Latin countries, with the skirt 
eassock, shaven tonsure and _ wide- 
brimmed hat. 





TESTIMONIES OF CONVERTED CATHOLICS 


IRENE F. HAMMER 


HE FOLLOWING is a brief 
account of how I came to know 
the Lord Jesus Christ as my 
personal Saviour and Lord. 


bi 


I was born and baptized as a Roman 
Catholic, and I have early recollections 
of attending mass and parochial schools. 
My mother having passed. away when 
I was quite young, I also spent some 
time with the nuns in a school for half 
orphans, where I developed a keen de- 
sire to become a nun, although I never 
confided this to anyone except a favor- 
ite nun teacher. 





This desire to be a nun remained 
with me for some time, but I liked hav- 
ing a good time and enjoying the 
pleasures of the world, and from what 
I had observed, the life of a nun was 
one of sacrifice and work for others. 
I had a selfish nature and had no great 
urge to sacrifice myself for others. I 
also had a violent temper, a very jeal- 
ous nature and rebelled in my heart 


over many things which I never con- 
fided to others. 


From my earliest childhood till I 
was eighteen years old, I faithfully kept 
the laws of the Roman Catholie church. 
I went to confession regularly, though 
I could hardly have made what is called 
a ‘‘good confession’’, since I was afraid 
to confess to a mere fellow-man the sin 
and wickedness in my heart, such as 
envy, jealousy and hatred, of which I 
knew I was guilty. I had been baptized 
as a baby two weeks old, was confirmed 
by the bishop at thirteen, and went to 
communion many times a month. I 
made many novenas to the saints and 
burned many candles for myself and for 
dear ones who had died. But in all this 
I was a stranger to the grace of God 
and knew not his Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


I can remember often kneeling at the 
foot of an immense crucifix in one of 
the great cathedrals and looking up 
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into the sad face. It was all a great 
mystery to me. I had been scolded for 
my sins every time I confessed them, 
so that when I knelt before this cruci- 
fix I naturally felt very wicked and 
unworthy. I would kiss the feet of the 
image, repeat the prayers I had learned 
by rote, and then take a seat in the 
church waiting for the service to begin. 
Thinking it over, I knew that my sins 
had a part in sending that Savior to 
the cross; I knew that one day I would 
burn in purgatory for those sins. And 
so, I would bow my head and repeat 
more prayers, hoping thereby to lay up 
a little merit toward that awful day. 


My religion put much terror into my 
heart. A woman in the house where | 
lived would get a bottle of holy water 
during a thunderstorm and sprinkle 
the pictures of the saints and of Christ 
which hung on the walls. She would 
sprinkle herself and me while calling: 
‘Jesus, Mary and Joseph have mercy 
on us and save us!’’ This gave me a 
great fear of storms and made me 
tremble from head to foot if caught 
out-of-doors during a hard rain. 


All this time no one had ever handed 
me a tract, invited me to a meeting, or 
spoken a word to me about the precious 
Son of God who loved me and gave him- 
self for me. When I was eighteen, a 
young man took me to task for a lie 
he had heard ,me tell. I knew it was 
a lie, but I ealled it ‘‘doing a good turn 
for a friend’’. At the time I was oper- 
ating the switchboard in the office 
where both of us were employed, and 
at times I would deliver a message 
which I knew to be 4 lie but I would 
do it to help somebody out of a difficult 
situation. Of course, I kept track of 
these and told them to the priest in 
confession—though it meant quite a lot 
of bookkeeping. 


This young man invited me to dinner 
with him one evening in a downtown 
restaurant and brought up this matter 
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again. I knew him to be very honor- 
able and trustworthy. I knew that he 
had the respect of those in the office 
where we were employed, so that what 
he was saying had more weight with me 
than I cared to have him know. Later 
that evening, alone in my room, I 
thought much over what he had said to 
me. He had quoted parts of Holy 
Scripture, but as I had never seen a 
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Bible.I did not know what they meant. 

This conversation was the beginning 
of my coming face to face with one who 
knew the Lord Jesus Christ as his per- 
sonal Savior, and who was able to lead 
a poor sinner to the outstretched arms 
of a mighty Savior, the Christ of God, 
the Lamb for sinners slain. 

About six months later I knelt down 
and asked the Lord Jesus to come into 
my heart. Oh, what a welcome I re- 
ceived when I came saying: ‘‘Here 
I am, Lord Jesus! I do not understand 
it all. I’m so confused. I’ve been 
afraid of you all my life. I’ve been 
trying to lay up a little merit toward 
the day of my death to ease the suffer- 
ing for my sins. But now I see that 
you have already done all that. All I 
need to do is to come to you as a poor 
lost sinner needing a Savior.’’ These 
are not the exact words that I spoke, 
but they express the thoughts that 
crowded into my heart as I saw the 
Lord Jesus Christ for the first time as 
my own Savior. I asked him to come 
into my heart. He did. 

Time and space are too limited to 
tell of all the marvels that God’s grace 
worked for me. Never since that day 
has a doubt entered my heart as to 
where my sins are. I know ‘‘He bore 
my sins in his body on the tree.’’ Never 
since that day have I knelt to an earthly 
priest to confess my sins. My knee 
bends to One and One only—the One 
who loved me and gave himself for me, 
Christ Jesus, my Lord and my God. 


May the Lord make this message a 
blessing to any one who is fearful of 
heart, afraid of God, afraid of purga- 
tory, afraid to die. Let me point you 
to that One who, ‘‘ when he had purged 
us from our sins, sat down at the right 
hand of God.’’ He came to die, that 
we might have life; ‘‘He that hath the 
Son, hath life’’. 
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RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE 
CALLED HERESY 


N OFFICIAL dispatch, of August 

30, from the National Catholic 
Welfare Conference News Service to 
the Catholic press, called attention to 
the pope’s ‘‘intention’’ for the month 
of September, which is ‘‘the conversion 
of heretics and schismaties’’, by which 
are meant Protestants and Greek Ortho- 
dox Catholies, respectively. 


“*Under the guise of so-called liberal- 
mindedness and tolerance, heresy and 
schism are rampant today’’, it said, 
quoting Rt. Rev. Msgr. Thomas J. 
O’Donnell, National Director of the 
Society for the Propagation of the 
Faith. Admitting that the medieval 
methods of burning and torturing here- 
tices failed to unite them with Rome, 
Msgr. O’Donnell went on to say : 


“*At the present time, however, the ten- 
dency is in the opposite direction. We 
have become smugly liberal-minded and, 
as Rev. John MacLaughlin reminds us, 
‘are encouraging heresy, virtually propa- 
gating it, sacrificing our most sacred con- 
victions to erroneous ideas of politeness.’ 
We have passed away from the whipping 
post to the easy chair in the last four 
centuries. The ideals for which our an- 
cestors were willing to shed their blood 
are being slowly but surely pushed aside 
to give place to that over-worked mis- 
nomer, ‘tolerance,’ which, in matters re- 
ligious, means acceptance of error. 

“Under this new guise of liberal-mind- 
edness the insidiousness ‘of heresy and 
schism becomes once more apparent to 
the watchful eye of Holy Mother the 
Church; hence her plea for prayers for 
the victims of the various religious re- 
volts. 

“In this day of moral indifference, 
when the hollow retort, ‘one religion is 
as good as another,’ has become man’s 
excuse for godlessness, the plea of the 
Holy See ‘for the conversion of heretics 
and schismatics’ sounds a call of warning 
and a challenge.” 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 





207 





WHAT REALLY IS “CATHOLIC ACTION”? 


By L. H. LeoMAnn 





VERYONE has heard or read 
K of Catholic Action, which was 
founded by the late Pope Pius 


XI coincident with the rise of 
Fascism in Europe. What many Ameri- 
cans, Protestant and Catholic alike, do 
not realize, however, is that Catholic 
Action was instituted within the Cath- 
olic church as a parallel movement with 
Fascism, to align total Catholic activity 
with the ‘‘new order’’ of the authori- 
tarian dictatorships, which were even 
then expected by Vatican authorities to 
come to powerin Europe, if not through- 
out the whole world. It was, on the one 
hand, the repudiation of all ‘‘ purely 
voluntary, desultory and occasional as- 
sistance rendered to priests and bishops 
by. Catholic laymen’’, and, on the other, 
the organic mobilization of all Catholic 
lay activity under the direct control of 
the pope and the hierarchy. 

Catholic Action is accurately de- 
scribed and fully explained in two arti- 
cles in the Jesuit periodical, The Catho- 
lic Mind, for February 22, 1939, from 
which quotations in this article are 
taken. Therein it is pointed out, before 
everything else, that Catholic Action 
must not be confused with ordinary 
Catholic activity, ‘‘which’’, it says, 
‘*has always existed in the Church Mili- 
tant’’. That kind of Catholic activity is 
described as that ‘‘purely voluntary, 
desultory, and occasional assistance 
rendered to priests and bishops by Cath- 
olic laymen’’, and whith was in keeping 
with the political institutions of free, 
democratic countries. What Pope Pius 
XI instituted, and formally incorpor- 
ated into the Catholic church, was the 
concentration of all political, social and 
religious activity of the total Catholic 
body in the hands of the hierarchy. The 





bishops and archbishops of the United 
States, at their general meeting in 
Washington, D. C., on November 14, 
1935, called attention to the difference 
between Catholic Action and Catholic 
activity in the following pronounce- 
ment: 
“The bishops of the National Catholic 
Welfare Conference in their general meet- 
ing in Washington, D. C., November 14, 
1935, call attention to all Catholic groups 
in the United States to the distinction be- 
tween Catholic activity and Catholic Ac- 
tion. The bishops remind all groups, ac- 
cording to the instruction of our Holy 
Father, Pope Pius XI, that there is no 
such thing as Catholic Action unless 
there is an episcopal Commission. For a 
diocese, there must be a commission from 
a diocese; for a province, from the bish- 
ops of the province; for a country, from 
the bishops of the United States. Only 
the Holy Father can give a commission 
for the universal church on Catholic Ac- 
tion. When His Holiness does so, he com- 
municates with the bishops.” 


Here we have the corporative, hier- 
archical structure of Nazi-Fascism ap- 
plied to the whole Catholic world. It is 
the integration of all Catholie activity 
in the hands of the hierarchy. In the 
words of Pope Pius XI himself, ‘‘ Cath- 
olie Action is an integrating and inte- 
gral part of the sacerdotal ministry’’. 
Nothing, therefore, in Catholic life can 
now be instituted and carried on except 
under the direct authority of the bish- 
ops who, in turn, act for and under the 
pope. 

This set-up, of course, was traditional 
among the grades of the sacerdotal hier- 
archy of the Catholic church, especially 
since the imposition of the dogma of 
the personal infallibility of the pope by 
the Vatican Council of 1870. But it is 





Op. cit. pp. 567-8. 
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the first time that all Catholic activity 
has been codrdinated after the Gleich- 
altung pattern of Fascism and Nazism. 
It means the abolition of all free ac- 
tivity of Catholic political and social 
groups, which heretofore worked quasi- 
independently of the Vatican and en- 
deavored to bring the Catholie church 
into line with democratic institutions. 
Catholic Action has been set up to work 
the other way around, namely, to bring 
democratic systems of government into 
line with the corporative, hierarchical 
structure of Catholicism and Fascism. 
It began with the disbanding of Cath- 
olie ‘‘popular’’ lay political parties in 
Italy and Germany, thereby enabling 
Mussolini and Hitler to overcome the 
last obstacle to seizure of absolute 
power in their respective countries. 


Pope Pius Xi gave the definition of 
Catholic Action as follows: 


1. “Catholic Action is the participation of 
the laity in the apostolate of the hier- 
archy. 

2. “Catholic Action consists not merely of 
the pursuit of personal Christian perfec- 
tion, but also consists of a true aposto- 
late in which Catholics of every social 
class participate, coming thus to be united 
in thought and action around those cen- 
ters of sound doctrine and multiple social 
activity, legitimately constituted and, as 
a result, aided and sustained by the au- 
thority of the bishops.’” 


In other words, the Catholic laity are 
now to be ‘‘mobilized for action’’, and 
are to be ‘‘official lay units under the 
leadership of their bishops and priest’’. 
Catholic Action is built up on the ‘‘cell 
system’’ of all totalitarian movements. 
It is described thus: 


“We come together in a small group. We 
recruit for that group. When we have re- 
cruited enough, we split into two groups, 
and each of these groups then recruits, 
until each can split again. The process is 
a process of natural growth; as living 
cells multiply by growth and division, 
maintaining each with each an organic 
unity, so the cells of Catholic Action 





2 Op. cit. p. 567. 
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should grow; for the cells of Catholic Ac- 

tion are cells of a living body, the Mysti- 

cal Body of Christ.’* 

Although Catholic Action has the 
parish for its base, it is carefully point- 
ed out that ‘‘Catholie Action is not 
parochical action’’. The main aim of 
Catholie Action is to take control from 
the laity and the lower clergy in their 
parishes and vest it totally in the 
higher clergy. There are ‘‘parish sec- 
tions’’, and these contain smaller 
groups called ASU’s, ‘‘ Active Service 
Units’’, described as ‘‘little groups of 
militant and ordinary members who 


work together in the same factory or 
office’’.* 


In order to understand why the Vati- 
can thus changed to what it calls this 
‘‘new historic mission of the church’’, 
it is necessary to go back a little in 
history, to the beginning of last cen- 
tury when, after the American example, 
democratic tendencies were spreading 
throughout the nations of Europe. Prior 
to that, the Catholic church had had no 
need to be concerned about the wishes 
or activities of its laity, for in most 
countries its power was securely allied 
with authoritarian states under kings 
in the medieval union of the priesthood 
and monarchy. Between them the poli- 
cies of church and state were then ar- 
ranged above the heads of the people. 
But the revolutionary movements of 
the 18th and 19th centuries, the infiltra- 
tion of Protestant teaching, the efforts 
of the Freemasons, especially the Car- 
bonari in Italy, took the power from 
the kings and placed it in the hands of 
people’s governments or constitutional 





* Op. cit. p. 556. 


*It was one of these ASU’s, the National 
Catholic Youth Syndicate of Aluminum 
Workers, that was recently accused by the 
Canadian Government of “enemy sabotage” 
at Arvida, Quebec, as a result of which four 
weeks’ production of aluminum was lost to 
Canada’s war effort. See the CoNnverTep 


CaTHOLic, Sept., 1941, p. 171. 
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monarchies. Condemning this seizure of 
power by the people and rule by peo- 
ple’s governments, Leo XIII (Human- 
um Genus, April 20, 1884) complains 
as follows: 

“They teach that men have all the same 

rights, and are perfectly equal in con- 

dition; that every man is naturally free; 
that no one has a right to command 
others; that it is tyranny to keep men 
subject to any other authority than that 
which emanates from themselves. Hence 
the people are sovereign; those who rule 
have no authority but by the commission 
and concession of the people, so that they 
can be deposed, willing or unwilling, ac- 
cording to the wishes of the people. The 
origin of all rights and civil duties is in 
the people or in the state, which is ruled 
according to the new principles of liberty. 

They hold that the State must not be 

united to religion, that there is no reason 

why one religion ought to be preferred 
to another, and that all must be held in 
the same esteem.” 

At first the Catholic church in 
Europe refused to allow its people to 
take any part in these representative 
governments, and forbade Catholics to 
vote for or belong to any political 
parties. It went so far that it refused 
to allow its people to conform to the 
civil law in the celebration of marriage. 
As a result, numbers of Catholics were 
married only by priests according to 
canon law without any civil ceremony, 
and thus were unable to dispose of their 
inheritance since they were not re- 
garded as legally married by the state. 
Pope Pius IX ‘refused Vatican collab- 
oration with the parliamentary govern- 
ment of Italy and established the 
‘*Prisoner of the Vatican’’ policy. 


But Leo XIII, who followed him, 
realizing that this was a suicidal policy, 
decided that Catholics, with certain 
reservations, should take some part in 
parliamentary government. He went so 
far as to concede that, ‘‘it is not of it- 
self wrong to prefer a democratic form 
of government, if only the Catholic doc- 
trine be maintained as to the origin of 
power’’ (Eneyl. Libertas). He there- 
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fore advised the formation of Catholic 
political parties by the laity, who would 
at least voice the church’s wishes in the 
parliaments, and eventually, perhaps, 
obtain control of them. Thus were 
formed, among others, the German Cen- 
tre Party, the Bavarian Popular Party 
and, later, the Italian Partito Popolare 
of the now-exiled priest Don Sturzo. In 
England and the United States such 
exclusively Catholic political parties 
never succeeded, although the over- 
whelming immigrant vote in large met- 
ropolitan centers like New York, Bos- 
ton and Philadelphia, enabled Catholic 
influence to become effective through 
its control of party voting machines. 


But in Europe, lay Catholic political 
parties proved a keen disappointment 
to the Vatican. Instead of serving the 
ends of total Catholic control, these 
parties became themselves infected 
with liberal principles, and were forced, 
in their réle of go-betweens, or ‘‘center’’ 
parties between conservatives and lib- 
erals, to foster the spirit of tolerance 
and liberty, and often to ally themselves 
with Protestant groups. This was espe- 
cially the case with German Catholi- 
eism, which the historian Friedrich 
Heiler® styled ‘‘a particular kind of 
Catholicism, due to the fact that it has 
been subject, continually if not visibly, 
to the influence of the reformed 
churches of Christendom.’’ Thus these 
Catholic political parties, unwittingly, 
came to be numbered among those hate- 
ful ‘‘liberal groups’’ which Mussolini 
and Hitler had to destroy along with 
all other democratic influences. 

Pope Pius XI came on the scene at 
the same time as Mussolini, and al- 
though it took them seven years to get 
together as allies in setting up an auth- 
oritarian, fascist ‘‘new order’’ in state 
and church, from the beginning they 
had much in common. Pius XI saw that 
parliamentary government was also 





°in Ringen um die Kirche, p. 174. 
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leading the Catholic church irrevocably 
away from its established traditional 
policy of the union of the priesthood 
and the monarchy, away from the up- 
holding of the Catholic church as a 
God-ordained supra-national entity, 
and that it was fast becoming just an- 
other church group ‘‘represented’’ in 
the parliaments of the world by elected 
deputies—at best by groups of tolerant, 
liberal, and half-Protestant laymen who 
spoke for the church because they were 
voted into office, and who were either 
ignorant of the real aims of the Vatican 
or unwilling to have them recognized. 
In his Encyclical Quadragesimo Anno 
he says: ‘‘We lay down the principle, 
long since clearly established by Leo 
XIII, that it is Our [the pope’s] right 
and duty to deal authoritatively with 
social and economic problems.’’ 


It was obvious to Pius XI, soon after 
his accession to the Pontificate in 1922, 
that a parallel movement to Fascism 
would have to be instituted within the 
church. Power would have to be taken 
from the people, in religion as well as 
politics, and vested in authoritarian 
leadership. Fascism restored to the 
State the principle of ‘‘authority tied 
to a Leader’’; his Catholic Action would 
do the same for the church. His new 
policy also served to give the impression 
that the Catholic church was no longer 
interfering in politics, for Catholic 
Action is stated not to be a political 
but a religious movement. This is true, 
of course, in so far as there can be no 
political activity now on the part of the 
laity as such, since they must follow 
the dictates of the pope and the bishops 
in everything. The pope will henceforth 
do all the necessary political maneuver- 
ing by means of concordats with the 
fascist dictators. Formerly bishops 
could make concordats with civil rulers ; 
now only the pope may do so. To quote 
again from The Catholic Mind (p. 562) : 
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“The Catholic laity are no longer-to exer- 
cize their zeal, as it were, privately and 
unofficially; they are no longer to be con- 
sidered as occasional auxiliaries behind 
the battle-lines. Now they are to be mobi- 
lized for action, and are to be official lay 
units under the leadership of the bishops 
and priests. The apostolate of the lay 
Catholic is integrated with the pastoral 
ministry of the Catholic clergy and is or- 
ganically a part of Catholic life.” 


Integralism, organic, hierarchical, 
are all key words from:the fascist vo- 
eabulary for the new set-up of church 
and state in ‘‘ Neuropa’’ under the dic- 
tatorships. 


Instructing Cardinal Bertram of 
Breslau on Catholic Action, Pope Pius 
XI (Nov. 18, 1928) commanded: 
‘*Party politics must be carefully ig- 
nored, but Catholic Action will not 
necessarily exclude its members from 
taking part in public life’’, that is, by 
supplying leaders to the state. 


One aspect still remains to be ex- 
plained, namely, the apparent conflicts 
between the Vatican and Hitler-—and 
even Mussolini. As an activist partner 
in the setting up of the ‘‘new order’’ in 
Europe, Catholic Action has not been 
allowed to play the full part expected 
of it in Germany and Italy. Exigencies 
of war in those countries have even 
foreed the dictators to acts that seem 
hostile to their ecclesiastical partner. 
This has called forth some severe pro- 
tests from the Vatican and from some 
German bishops who, while pledging 
allegiance to Hitler’s regime, have re- 
cently lamented Nazi interference with 
their Catholic kindergarten schools. 
Pope Pius XI himself almost came to 
an open rift with Mussolini in 1938 
over certain ‘‘vexations’’ against Cath- 
olie Action in Italy. There have even 
been threats of the formation of a Latin- 
fascist Catholic block of nations, com- 
prising Italy, Spain, Portugal and 
Vichy France, to force Hitler to adhere 
more closely to the terms of his con- 
cordat with the Vatican in 1933. 
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In the United States, Catholic spokes- 
men make it seem as if full Catholic 
support can only be given to what they 
pretend are the ‘‘lesser Fascisms’’ of 
Franco Spain, Salazar’s Portugal, 
Pétain’s France, Degrelle’s Belgium, 
Tiso’s Slovakia*, ete.. where total agree- 
ment Witn Catholic AChwON auu sau wu- 
herence to the terms of Vatican con- 
cordats are confidently expected. This 
serves also to allay the fears of the de- 
fenders of democracy as to the extent 
of Vatican codperation with the actual 
parent dictatorships of Germany and 
Italy. But points of difference with 
these have so far only concerned the 
application of the terms of agreement 
between the Vatican and Hitler and 
Mussolini, not the principles of Fas- 
eism itself, on which the Vatican and 
the Nazi-fascist dictators in all coun- 
tries are in full agreement. 





*The “Leaders” in all these countries, 
as in Germany and Italy, are Roman Cath- 
olics. President Tiso of Slovakia is a Rom- 
an Catholic priest. 
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IS THIS TOLERANCE? 


O CHANGE ean be expected in 

official Catholic church teaching 
against Protestantism, which it has 
always held to be the great heresy of 
our times. This is evident from the fol- 
lowing instructions issued by the Re- 
demptorist Fathers in their New Mis- 
sion Book, page 403 : 


“You sin against faith by reading heret- 
ical bibles, heretical and infidel books and 
papers. The Protestant bible is not the 
word of God. It is a mutilated and cor- 
rupt version of the Holy Scripture .. . 
The Roman Catholic priest alone can show 
his mission from God Himself . .. The 
ministers of the various sects have no 
authority, no commission from God. They 
are impostors ... 

Protestantism is split into -countless 
wrangling sects. The few remnants of 
Christianity that hide the leprosy of 
heresy are wearing away, and the grin- 
ning skeleton of infidelity appears in all 
its blasphemous deformity.” 
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WHAT PRICE LIBERTY? 


IBERTY as we know it, contrary 

to the opinion of many, is a com- 
paratively new conception that by no 
means has been universally accepted 
outside the United States and Great 
Pritain. It had merely gained a toe-hold 
in many nations of Europe before being 
ruthlessly crushed out by the military 
might of the fascist dictators. Its ad- 
vance was always violently opposed by 
the Catholic church. Only in countries 
with fairly large middle classes has lib- 
erty been able to hold its own, and no 
where has it reached full maturity. It 
would not be surprising if we should 
live to see it go into total eclipse 
throughout the whole world under a 
universal rightist or leftist dictatorship. 


The originators of liberty as we know 
it today were the Protestant Dissenters 
and the mercantile middle classes in 
England of the 17th and 18th centuries, 
the former in matters of religious lib- 
erty, the latter in civil and political 
matters. But both Protestantism and 
the British mercantile system have ex- 
isted a very short time compared to 
their opponents, namely, Catholicism 
and fixed systems of trade. What we are 
witnessing today are parallel move- 
ments aiming to restore these again to 
power. On the one hand we have the 
‘‘Christian Integralism’’ movement of 
the Catholic church, and, on the cther, 
the political and social integralist move- 
ment of the Nazi-fascist dictators. One 
aims to restore to Europe, and the 
world, the religious system of pre- 
Reformation times under the total rule 
of the Catholic church, the other to re- 
store the royal taxation and confiscatory 
system under the totalitarian rule of 
dictators. The Catholic church has 
never admitted religious and political 
liberty as a ‘‘natural right’’ of man. 
Pope Leo XIII, in his Encyclical ‘‘ Lib- 
ertas’’, clearly states: 
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“It is absolutely illegal to ask, defend, or 
to grant unlimited freedom of thought, 
freedom of teaching, freedom of the press, 
or freedom of conscience, as if these could 
be a right given to man by nature.” 


Government as such, either religious 
or political, is no lover of liberty at 
any time, and has always had to be 
forced to grant charters of liberty and 
legal protection of rights. And yet, 
it must be remembered, no government 
and no charter ean really give liberty, 
for liberty is something that must be 
built up synthetically, by units, by men 
brave enough to assert and prove the 


value of individual conscience, and 
strong enough to resist the encroach- 
ments of organized groups, in religion 
and politics, the leaders of which al- 
ways strive to gain power by regimenta- 
tion of the masses. 


Dr. Harry Elmer Barnes* reminds 
us that liberty is no gift of the gods, 
that it took many centuries to establish 
every single phase of liberty as it exists 
today, and that none of our liberties 
will automatically defend themselves. 





* Cf. The Humanist, Spring, 1941. 


WORTH REMEMBERING 


THE RELIGION of religious 
tolerance, outstanding characteris- 
tic of Protestant America, is fully 
expressed by the poem of Emma 
Lazarus, inscribed on the Statue of 
Liberty in New York Harbor: 


Give me your tired, your poor, 

Your huddled masses yearning to 
breathe free, 

The wretched refuse of your teem- 
ing shore. 

Send these, the homeless, tempest- 
tost to me, 

I lift my lamp beside the golden 
door. 


CATHOLIC PRESSURE ON 
THE PRESS AND RADIO 


EYWOOD BROUN, renowned 

newspaper columnist who submit- 

ted to the Roman Catholic church short- 

ly before he died, once wrote the follow- 

ing about the power of that church over 
the press: 


‘*Still more precarious is the position 

of the New York newspaper man who 

ventures any criticism of the Cath- 
olie church. There is not a single 

New York editor who does not live in 

mortal terror of the power of this 

group. It is not a case of numbers 
but of organization. Of course, if 
anybody dared, nothing in the 
world would happen. If the church 
ean bluff its way into a preferred 
position, the fault lies not with the 

Catholies, but with the editors.”’ 

A sample of this much-desired cour- 
ageous attitude was recently demon- 
strated by the editor of the highly es- 
teemed Courier-Journal of Louisville, 
Kentucky. Because its editor—who is a 
Catholic of the liberal school—rejected 
a demand that he apologize for print- 
ing a birth contro! ad, the paper was 
boycotted on May 27, by eighty-five 
Catholics of New Haven, Ky., who in a 
joint letter cancelled their subscrip- 
tions. 

The original threat was made on 
April 22, at which time the paper was 
given one month to apologize by 102 
readers. 


The Courier-Journal replied editor- 
ially to the demand, explaining its atti- 
tude toward birth control and declining 
to change an opinion because of a group 
threat. 


The advertisement that started the 
controversy appeared in the Cowrier- 
Journal on April 13, headed, ‘‘The 
First Key to Strong National Health— 
BIRTH CONTROL.’’ It was sponsored 
by the National Committee for Planned 
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Parenthood. Archbishop John A. Flo- 
ersh attacked the paper for running the 
ad in a letter which was read by priests 
in all Catholic churches throughout the 
Louisville diocese on April 20. 


The New Haven letter stopping the 
Courier-Journal from eighty-five homes 
follows : 


New Haven, Kentucky 
May 20, 1941 
“Editor Courier-Journal, 
“Louisville, Ky. 
“Sir: 

“Since you have seen fit to refuse to make 
apology as demanded by the New Haven 
protest against your Easter Sunday birth 
control advertisement, whereby the offend- 
ed readers of your papers would have been 
assured that there would be no like recur- 
rence in the future, and wiereby also you 
would have made amends for the offense 
given by that advertisement to our honor- 
able poor with large families; and whereas 
you have further declared your sponsorship 
of birth prevention as an editorial policy, 
therefore we, the undersigned subscribers 
either to the daily Courier-Journal, the daily 
Louisville Times, or The Sunday Courier- 
Journal, do hereby request that you stop 
your papers from coming to our homes. 


“We further demand that you refund to 
us the unused part of the money we paid 
for subscriptions in advance. We believe 
that we have a legal right to this refund on 
the grounds that your current sponsorship 
of birth prevention has radically changed 
the nature of your papers, so that now you 
are delivering to us in your papers an 
article that is essentially different than that 
which we bought when we entered our sub- 
scriptions. You are publishing papers that 
are now anti-Catholic, instead of secular 
and non-sectarian newspapers, and that 
change is of the essence. 


“By your declaration of editorial policy 
you leave us no other course, and we shall 
continue in our course until you give assur- 
ance that you will desist from teaching this 
doctrine of the world and of antichrist in 
your papers. This is a country of free 
speech. But no matter what your personal 
opinion may be or what you may do per- 
sonally, we are resolved that we will not 
permit you to teach us and our children to 
offend God by allowing you to send your 
birth prevention propaganda into our homes. 


We had as soon have you to teach our chil- 
dren how to fornicate, to lie, and to steal.” 


[Signed by 85 persons] 


To this, the editor of the Courier- 
Journal replied to the effect that it is 
no crime for a newspaper to express 
opinions that some Catholics do not 
like, and that ‘‘it is no more wicked for 
a newspaper to disagree with an Arch- 
bishop than to disagree with the Presi- 
dent of the United States.’’ 


Despite the thunderous threat from 
this group of Catholics directed by an 
Archbishop and his priests, the Courier- 
Journal and its associated newspapers 
in Louisville suffered little or no loss in 
circulation. In answer to a letter of in- 
quiry from one of its readers asking for 
the net result of the boycott, the editor 
on July 11, stated as follows: 

“One hundred and fifty-nine persons gave 
the birth control advertisement as their 
reason for stopping the papers. Checking 
the list, we discovered that only thirty- 
nine actually were subscribers, and of the 
thirty-nine, five immediately renewed 
their subscriptions. Certainly the incident 
had no noticeable effect on circulation, be- 
cause the Courier-Journal’s circulation is 
the highest in its history despite the fact 
that all newspaper circulations are sup- 
posed to slump in the summer.” 


--O-- 


RULES FOR CATHOLIC 
PRESS BOYCOTT 


The following instructions telling 
Catholics what to do with newspapers 
that offend the Catholic church were 
issued by the Jesuit magazine America 
in its issue of February 11, 1928: 


1. Do not attack a magazine or news- 
paper through its editorial depart- 
ment, but act through its business 
office. 


2. When a magazine or newspaper is 
attacking your religion, write to the 
business manager and inform him that 
you will not buy the offending period- 
ical again, and mean it. 








214 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 





3. Call the attention of your friends 
to the insult and request them to call 
the attention to their friends. They, too, 
should write, and pledge themselves 
not to buy any offending paper, and 
mean it. 


AT THE won as ren ve CF 


4. Call the attention of the mer- 
chants with whom you deal to the in- 
sults and tell them that as long as they 
advertise in any offending paper, you 
will not buy their goods, and mean it. 


5. Call the attention of your pastor 


PRECIOUS BLOOD 





CONFRATERNITY OF THE PRECIOUS BLOOD 


5300 FORT HAMILTON PARKWAY: BROOKLYN-N-Y 


+ 
REVEREND JOSEPH F STEOMAN DIRECTOR 


Station WN YC, 
New York City, 
Hew York, 


Gentlemens 


July 29, 1937 


It is not very often that I have an opportmity to listen 
to one of your moming programs. Yesterday, however, (Wednesday, 
July 28th) I was literally bewildered and grieved that a Municipal 
Station had been turned over to a most obvious kind of propaganda, 


in the neme of "The Struggle for Democracy”. 


Constantly throughout 


it all there was a meer at the motives and purpose of General Franco's 


struggles. 


How can speakers be allowed to deplore religious persecu- 


tion in Germany and, at the same time, condone it in Spain. How can 
Russian support for the loyalists be construed as an aid to democracy. 
Is this the kind of democracy that Mr. Gannet or Mr. Enil Soanso of the 
Daily Worker would try to foist upon this country? 


Z@an well understand that they have a right to their views, but if 
it is to be a public forum over a biunicipal Station, then why not 
invite exponents of the democratic principles for which the + ca 
insurgents are making so many sacrifices. 


Furthermore, the dialogue was ridiculous. 


I intend to send this letter to our Catholic papers in an effort to 
find out what kind of mind is presently being championed by WN Y C. 


Very truly yours, 


Prk 





Facsimile of letter from Rev. Joseph F. Stedman, threatening New York.City’s Municipal 
radio station, WNYC, because of its defense of democracy in Spain. 
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to the insults and suggest that he have 
his people pledge themselves never to 
buy any magazine or newspaper that in- 
sults the Faith, and never to deal with 
merchants who advertise in such pe- 
riodicals, and mean it. 

6. Tell your newsdealer that as long 
as you see a magazine or newspaper 
on his stand an open insult to you, you 
will not buy from him, and mean it. 

7. Call the attention of your local 
Catholic paper to the insult, but suggest 
to the editors not to give free publicity 
by naming the offender, rather to sound 
the slogan, ‘‘ We will never buy a paper 
or magazine that insults our Faith. We 
mean it!’’ 

--O-- 


MORE ABOUT 
SOUTH AMERICA- 


IVE Catholic priests hotly disputed 

the report of Mr. Harold Callender, 
whose account of anti-U.S. and anti- 
Protestant activities on the part of high 
Catholic officials in South American 
countries was noted in last month’s 
issue of Tue ConverRTED CaTHOLIc, The 
five constituted a mission to Peru, and 
have returned to make report of their 
findings to Catholic authorities. 


In a joint letter to the New York 
Times, they denied Mr. Callender’s 
‘‘picture of Ibero-American Catholli- 
cism’’, yet threaten defeat of all efforts 
of the United States to placate Latin 
Americans unless North America ‘‘ util- 
izes the spiritual wealth of its millions 
of Catholic citizens in the implementing 
of its policy of inter-Americanism’’. 
In other words, Uncle Sam must eat out 
of the hand of the Catholic church if 


he wants to make frignds with South 


American countries. ‘‘Practical recog- 
nition of the main element of Ibero- 
American culture [the Catholic reli- 
gion] would win friends and consolidate 
hemisphere defense’’ they stated, add- 
ing that being nice to Catholics in 
North, Central and South America is 
‘*the only policy that will work’’. 


Mr. Callender himself answered the 
five priests as follows: 


To the Editor of the New York Times: 


Five American clergymen, in a 
letter appearing in your issue of Aug. 
22, assume to judge and to condemn 
the accuracy of your correspondent 
who wrote an article on South Ameri- 
ean Catholics which was published 
on Aug. 3. 


That is, they think they are ques- 
tioning the correspondent’s compe- 
tence. What they are actually doing 
is taking issue with the cardinals, 
priests, monks and leading lay Catho- 
lies whom the correspondent consult- 
ed and whose views he transmitted 
very literally. 

Those clerical and lay Catholics 
represented all the nations of South 
America. Some were in the highest 
positions in the church. It is perhaps 
conceivable that the five American 
clergymen are more competent judges 
of the sentiments of South American 
Catholies than are these cardinals, 
priests and other leaders in the South 
American church. But your corres- 
pondent begs leave to doubt it. 

Haroutp CALLENDER. 
Mexico City, Aug. 28, 1941. 


Mr. Callender’s report was the result 
of four months’ survey in ten Latin 
American republics. The most remark- 
able feature of this report is his posi- 
tive statement that the many cardinals, 
priests, monks and leading Catholic lay- 
men whom he interviewed were not only 
anti-American, anti-Protestant and pro- 
fascist in their views, but were eager to 
have the fact made known in the United 
States. This was obviously intended to 
show the great power that can be exer- 
cised by the Catholic church in the 
whole matter of inter-American rela- 
tionships. As Msgr. Thorning and his 
fellow-priests clearly point out, appease- 
ment of the Catholic church in all the 
Americas is ‘‘the only policy that will 
work’”’, 
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SALAZAR’S PORTUGAL IS 
FASCIST AND ANTI- 
PROTESTANT 


HE FOLLOWING, from Mr. Ken- 

neth Leslie, editor of Protestant 
Digest, and published in the New York 
Times of August 31, is worth repro- 
ducing in full: 


To the Editor of The New York Times: 


It is just possible that some of your 
readers will get a false impression re- 
garding the nature of the Portuguese 
State from the recent letter in The New 
York Times by M. R. Madden. 


It is politically incorrect to say, as 
does Mr. Madden, that the clerical- 
fascist State of Oliviera Salazar ‘‘is in 
line with the United States political 
philosophy as laid down in * * * the 
Declaration of Independence and the 
Federal Constitution.’’ Nor is it in ac- 
cord with fact to say, as does Mr. Mad- 
den, that the Salazar dictatorship ‘‘ does 
recognize equality, consent of the gov- 
erned, inalienable rights, constitutional 
guarantees to protect them.”’ 


The model for the Salazar State 
comes from no democracy but from the 
encyclicals of the popes and from the 
fascist State of Mussolini. Salazar told 
Antonio Ferro: 


‘“Now, obviously, our dictatorship is 
similar to the fascist dictatorship in its 
strengthening of authority, in the war 
which it declares on certain democratic 
principles, in its nationalist character, 
in its maintenance of the social order.”’ 


Michael Derrick in his laudatory 
study of Salazar declares that the 
Statute of National Labor, one of the 
important features of the Salazar struc- 
ture, is ‘‘modeled on the Italian Charter 
of Labor.’’ 


Salazar Stated Case 


Far from seeking his political inspira- 
tion from our own democratic docu- 
ments, Salazar frankly states in his 
book ‘‘Doctrine and Action,’’ as fol- 


lows: 


‘“We are anti-parliamentarians, anti- 
democrats, anti-liberals, and we are de- 
termined to establish a corporative 
State. * * * To believe that the liberty 
of the people is linked to democracy or 
parliamentarism is to be blind to the 
evidence which the political and social 
life of every period of history affords.’’ 


When Mr. Madden writes that ‘‘In 
Portugal there is close cooperation be- 
tween the church and the government,’’ 
he neglects to add the un-American 
feature of this cooperation—namely, 
that the Roman Catholic church enjoys 
a virtual religious monopoly in Portu- 
gal and that the Protestant groups are 
persecuted. 


Clergy in Control 


William H. Rainey, superintendent 
of the British and Foreign Society for 
Western Europe, wrote as follows of 
Portugal in the Missionary Review of 
the World, September, 1939: 


‘‘The great army of militia on the 
fascist model, which includes prac- 
tically all citizens from the ages of 
10 to 60, is well under the control of 
the Roman Catholic clergy. Attendance 
at mass, although not legally obligatory, 
is practically so. Only the valiant few 
have the courage to spoil their prospects 
by refusing to attend. 


‘“There are also minor cases of perse- 
cution. Two cases are indicative of the 
trend of things—recently a State em- 
ploye, a lay preacher of the Portuguese 
Presbyterian church, was threatened 
with dismissal if he did not stop preach- 
ing. A Baptist church has been closed 
on the pretext that Communists attend- 
ed the services.”’ 


If we should do as Mr. Madden sug- 
gests and sponsor propaganda for a 
clerical-fascist corporative set-up in 
Spanish America, we would betray not 
only our own democratic traditions but 
also the trust of the South American 
people which we have so laboriously 
fostered through the Administration’s 
ennd-neighbor policy. 
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MYTH OF THE CALIFORNIA 
MISSIONS 


CALIFORNIAN writes as follows 

about the manner in which the old 
Spanish missions and padres have been 
romanticized and exploited to the bene- 
fit of the Catholic church: 


Some years ago I used to ramble among 
the ruins of the old Spanish missions, and 
was surprised to find these “sacred” places 
in a broken, crumbling condition, mostly 
roofless and in a generally desolate envi- 
ronment. 


Suddenly, a Catholic writer wrote a play 
about the old missions that was redolent 
with romance and resplendent with poetic 
and religious glamor, but largely imagin- 
ary in tone and incident. By means of much 
advertising and the importation of Spanish 
dancers and castanets, the play became a 
great success and stimulated a desire to re- 
store the old missions. The romantic atmo- 
sphere that was woven about them aided 
materially in attracting tourists and the 
simple-minded who accepted these imag- 
inary stories as historic fact. 

Most of the missions are now on a rev- 
enue basis because of these romantic 
stories, dramas and advertising, plays, 
paintings, pictures, dancing, society “senor- 
itas” enacting what they hope is Spanish, 
youths garbed as dons in sash, hose, serape, 
swords, silvered sombrero, as supposedly ob- 
tained in the early days. Occasionally, idle 
society women get up fetes that permit 
them to dress (and pose in pictures) in 
what may have been fashion long ago, with 
awkward pseudo-priests serving as Junipero 
and satellites. All this tends to crystallize 
the fanciful stories about the missions, and, 
with lapse of time and constant repetition, 
will cement into ‘history these pecuniarily 
designful imaginary events and conditions 
of early days in California. 


The City of Los Angeles spent several 
thousands of dollars in a park opposite one 
mission, and it is practically “preémpted” 
by a statue of Junipero and reminders of 
the Church; and most visitors are im- 
pressed with the idea that this lovely park 
was accessory to the mission and created 
by padres. 


Speaking generally, the average intelli- 
gence is susceptible to humbug. If a tale is 
told often enough, however improbable, it 
eventually is received as actual. It is ludi- 
crous to consider the future romances that 
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will be engrafted upon the ones now at 
work about these ancient ecclesiastical re- 
treats, clerical prisons and priestly resorts. 
It is notable that but few books can be 
found descriptive of the pioneer days among 
the missions, as told by observers of that 
era, though numerous fanciful conceptions 
are prevalent. La Perousse, a French navi- 
gator, himself a Roman Catholic, visited the 
missions just after the death of Junipero, 
and wrote luminously concerning the way 
the padres “rescued California from savag- 
ery.” 

“The old padres,” writes another, “came 
and tarried for one hundred years in Cali- 
fornia, adding nothing to the prosperity of 
the State or to the happiness of its people. 
They passed away, leaving behind them a 
memory half mortal and half mythical. As 
a matter of fact, they built a string of mud 
palaces in favorable locations about forty 
miles apart, extending from San Francisco 
to San Diego, and paid their Indian slaves 
in porridge and Latin prayers. . . In the 
process of soul-saving, the citadel of the 
soul was subjected to a condition of slavery 
a thousand times more brutal than that of 
the negroes of the South before the Civil 
War. Even as outposts of civilization the 
old missions were a dismal failure and ex- 
crescence.” 


-—-o-- 


The chain of twenty-one Missions 
extended from San Diego to Sonoma, 
a distance of about 700 miles along the 
coast. In that area there is now hardly 
an Indian left. A few have filtered 
down from other places, but they are 
not remnants of the Mission Indians. 
They were badly treated and the women 
stopped breeding, as is usual among 
downtrodden races. The Indians re- 
volted again and again, and burned or 
wrecked the Missions. The Spaniards 
brought venereal disease, smallpox and 
other diseases which, with strong drink, 
put an end to the Indians. 


Now these Missions are money-makers 
for the Catholic church. At Santa Bar- 
bara the old Mission there takes in 
from $100.00 to $200.00 a day from 
tourists. A crowd is taken around every 
hour at a charge of 25¢ per person. 
There was no resultant conversion of 
the Indian to the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
from it all. 
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IS AMERICA REALLY 
GODLESS? 


HE EXCUSE—they call it a rea- 

son—given by Catholic leaders for 
their opposition to a declaration of war 
against Hitlerism, their campaign for 
‘‘peace’’, their collaboration with anti- 
American forces against aid to Britain 
and Russia, is that American demo- 
eracy is not worth defending or saving. 
They say that its system of education 
is ‘‘ publicly-supported paganism’’, that 
its marriage legislation is not Christian, 
that its economic system is unjust, that 
it breeds crime and leaves its youth 
without moral principles. They repeat 
in effect Mussolini’s saying that demo- 
cracy is already a corpse that badly 
needs burying. 

The fallacy that runs through all 
this should be carefully noted, for it has 
deceived many. When Catholic spokes- 
men say Christian they mean Catholic; 
when they say Godless they mean not 
directed by God’s alleged mouthpiece, 
the pope; when they say pagan they 
mean Protestant and non-Catholic; 
when they talk of social injustice they 
mean an economic system that is not 
patterned after the encyclicals of the 
popes on the reconstruction of the so- 
cial order. They even condemned the 
Roosevelt-Churechill eight-point peace 
program because it omitted mention of 
the pope. 


So persistently has all this been re- 
peated that many are beginning to 
forget that America is, and always has 
been, a God-fearing nation; that it was 
colonized by pioneers who put faith 
in God and Christian morals before 
everything else; that they cultivated 
this vast continent with the Bible in 
one hand and the other on the plough. 
Furthermore, that faith has left its 
indelible mark on the whole country. 


What is important to remember is 
that that faith is non-Catholic; it was 
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rooted in Protestantism, and from 
those Protestant roots everything in 
American life has been and is still 
nourished. Not only its religious be- 
liefs and moral conduct, but the whole 
emotional drive of America against 
authoritarianism and tyranny of all 
kinds, its insistence on religious toler- 
ance (which is almost a religion in it- 
self with Americans), its love of liberty 
and freedoms of every kind, all these 
spring from America’s Protestant 
Christian foundations. 


That is the real reason why Catholic 
spokesmen call our democracy pagan, 
Godless and a stinking corpse. It is 
Protestant and non-Catholic; it will 
not allow the Catholic church to con- 
trol secular affairs from the Vatican; 
it frustrates the ambition of Roman 
clericalism to dominate the whole future 
of America. But it is not Godless be- 
cause it refuses to allow the Vatican to 
legislate for marriage, to mix its dog- 
matie teaching with the learning of 
reading, writing and arithmetic in the 
public schools. What has mathematies 
to do with any particular form of 
church teaching, anyway? In most lo- 
ealities where the Catholic church is 
hardly known, Bible reading is man- 
datory in the public schools; but the 
Catholic church has opposed and helped 
to abolish this in localities where Cath- 
olies are more numerous. Despite seg- 
regation of Catholic children in paro- 
chial schools, the number of Catholics 
who fill our jails and penitentiaries far 
exceeds their proportion in the general 
population. 


The slogans that fill the Catholic 
press today: peace, America first, non- 
intervention in Britain’s war against 
Hitlerism, no aid to Russia, pity the 
poor draftees, opposition to extension of 
military training, fear of government 
debt—all are being employed to lull 
Americans into a false security from 
within and without. The Catholic 
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church senses that now is the time to 
strike hard to destroy America’s Pro- 
testant foundations, and _ substitute 
therefor that clerical -fascist ‘‘new 
order’’ of authoritarianism that prom- 
ises so well for Vatican control in so 
many European countries since their 
democratic regimes were destroyed by 
fascist military might. 


--O-- 


CHALLENGE TO 
PROTESTANTISM 


RANCIS X. TALBOT, 8. J., edi- 

tor-in-chief of the influential Jesuit 
magazine America, has become incensed 
lately because his connections with the 
Coughlin ‘Christian’ Front and other 
pro-fascist organizations have been pub- 
licly made known. 


That the chief aim of the Jesuit fac- 
tion which he heads is the destruction 
of Protestantism, may be seen from the 
following statement of his, published 
in the New York World, December 14, 
1930: 

“The old Protestant culture is about 
at the end of its rope. The first settlers of 
our country established this distinctly 
Protestant culture, being chiefly from 
Protestant countries, so that our history 
from the beginning of the republic has 
been predominantly non-Catholic. It has 
given the complexion to the country, en- 
tered our legislation, sociology and eco- 
nomics, is the basis of our commerce and 
industry and, in fact, has formed a great 
part of the American people. For 150 
years the Protestant element was strong- 
est, and we admit it. 


This Christian culture is a wave re- 
ceding, and we Catholics are living in a 
most important day, with one culture van- 
ishing, anothér gaining strength. Why 
can’t we raise a tidal wave that will bring 
Catholic culture into the United States? 
Why can’t we make the United States 
Catholic in legislation, Catholic in jus- 
tice, aims and ideals? We are the greatest 
numerically in the country, strong and 
growing in the arts and education. We 
are now ready to expand. Now is the time 
to organize and strike hard to put the 
Catholic idea before all.’’ 
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This Jesuit plainly admits that Amer- 
ican democracy, its complexion, its 
legislation, its sociology and economics, 
are all the product of Protestantism. 
In other words, our American demo- 
eratic culture is ‘‘distinetly Protes- 
tant’’, he says. But Protestantism and 
its democratic culture, he adds, must, 
and will be destroyed, and he calls upon 
Catholies to ‘‘raise a tidal wave that 
will bring Catholic [and fascist] cul- 
ture into the United States.’’ This is 
to be accomplished by Catholic pres- 
sure on education, legislation, press, 
radio, movies and social affairs. 





REV. FRANCIS X. TALBOT, 8.J., 
Jesuit editor-in-chief of America magazine 


True Americans do not need the 
Jesuit Father Talbot to remind them 
that Protestantism and Democracy in 
America must stand or fall together; 
if one goes the other goes with it. In 
their place would be imposed Catholi- 
cism and Fascism. 


* * *# 


That which is watered by the Spirit will 
live; all else will become a whited sepulchre. 
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ITEMS OF CURRENT 
INTEREST 


HITLER MODEL FOR WEYGAND 


RECENTLY while the Vichy Government 
was pretending to be stiffening its stand 
toward the Nazis over North Africa, Gen- 
eral Weygand, according to an ONA London 
dispatch of Aug. 5, was holding up Hitler to 
Algerian youth “as a model for Christian 
young men”. Speaking to the Algerian 
Youth Organization, Weygand said: “Led 
by National Socialism into a great revolu- 
tion, the Germans gave enthusiastic obed- 
ience to a great leader. This man was not 
one who went about with a monocle in his 
eye, holding himself aloof, but one who eats 
and drinks with his men and shares their 
life.” 


s * * 


HIBERNIANS RAP U. S. DEFENSE 
PROGRAM 


PLAYING UP the red herring of Commun- 
ism, the California state convention of the 
Ancient Order of Hibernians passed resolu- 
tions on August 26 condemning U. 8. aid to 
Russia and calling President Roosevelt’s 
eight-point peace program “visionary and 
impracticable”. 
* s ca 


A RESOLUTION passed by the eighty-sixth 
annual convention of the Catholic Central 
Verein of America at the Hotel Commodore 
in New York City on August 31, also con- 
demned the Roosevelt-Churchill peace aims, 
ostensibly because of the omission of the 
name of God. Instead, the delegates pro- 
posed a peace based upon recent papal pro- 
nouncements. 

This Catholic convention also went on 
record as favoring the corporative state, os- 
tensibly, again, as preferable to increased 
power of the Federal Government. They 
passed the following resolution: 


“That the corporative principle of social 
organization, according to which the indi- 
vidual, the vocational corporations, the 
state and society all have their specific 
functions, would seem a far better alter- 
native to excessive state control of all pol- 
itical, economic and social activities.” 


* * * 


PRIESTS HEIL HITLER 


TWO CATHOLIC PRIESTS were arrested 
in Argentina “charged with engaging in 
anti-Argentine activities’. Nineteen pro- 


Nazi co-plotters were arrested with them. 
This was on August 22, in Parana. The ar- 
rest was timed to coincide with the arrest 
of thirty-six Germans in Buenos Aires who 
were described as “the general staff of Nazi 
penetration in Argentina”. (N. Y. Times, 


August 23). 
= * am 


TRUTH MADE TO ORDER 


CALUMNIATING William of Orange and 
glorifying the obscurantism of Spain and its 
iniquitious Inquisition have been stock-in- 
trade for William Thomas Walsh. He has 
published several books on different phases 
of the subject. His latest work, a defence of 
the Spanish Inquisition, was reviewed in 
the May, 1941 issue of THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC. 

The Catholic church has paid him off for 
his contributions to Catholic propaganda by 
awarding him the Laetare Medal for 1941 to 
pay tribute to “the most outstanding con- 
tribution of an American Catholic layman 
for the current year”. It was presented at 
the University of Notre Dame. On the 
medal are inscribed in Latin the words: 
“Great is the Truth and It shall Prevail”. 
The University president, Father O’Donnell, 
referred to Spain as “the land of Christ” 
and excoriated the liberal minds “who write 
of Spain as a land of inquisition, peonage, 
ignorance and poverty”. 


Mr. Walsh, a former newspaper reporter 
and now a Catholic college professor, ex- 
pressed the hope that “Our Lady in time to 
come will overwhelm and scatter the ene- 
mies of Christendom who have been mak- 
ing such a mess of the world”. It goes with- 
out saying that this barbed prayer was 
aimed at our modern, liberal democracies. 

In attempting to understand how a mind 
like Walsh’s is formed, it should not be 
overlooked that he holds a degree from 
Fordham, the largest Jesuit university in 
the world. He is an instructor at Manhat- 
tanville College of the Sacred Heart run by 
the Mesdames of the Sacred Heart, an order 
of nuns under Jesuit direction. 

- . = 


THE CROSS FOLLOWS THE DOUBLE- 
CROSS 


LONG-RANGE PLANNING is typical of the 
Vatican. The clerico-fascist strategy for 
supplanting the Eastern Orthodox church 
was disclosed in the feature article of Tue 
ConvEeRTED CaTHOLIc for May, 1941. Since 
1927 the Greek and Russian Colleges in 
Rome have been training priest-proselytes 
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to “preach, strengthen and defend the Cath- 
olic faith among the Orthodox believers”. 
Now with the Nazi-fascist penetration of 
Eastern Europe the way has been cleared 
for Roman Catholicism to forge ahead. The 
Vatican just admitted that its missionary 
storm troops are already under way and 
have reached Rumania. Others are to fol- 
low soon. 


In preparation for the proselytizing of the 
Russian Orthodox church fifty White Rus- 
sians are now studying in Shanghai under 
the English Jesuit, Father Henry Wilcock. 
Another group studied at Amay in Belgium. 
Slavic youths are being trained for the same 
work at Saint Procopious Abbey in Peru, 
Illinois. 

*” * * 


THE INTER-CATHOLIC CONFLICT 


SO ALARMING is the opposition of pro- 
fascist Catholic leadership to democratic 
self-defense against the dictators that liber- 
al Catholics are being forced to speak out 
in protest. One of these is Lieut. Comdr. 
Maurice S. Sheehy, Catholic chaplain of the 
Naval Air Station at Jacksonville, Florida 
and a former professor of the Catholic Uni- 
versity of America. In a broadcast of Aug- 
ust 9, he spoke of “the opposition groups 
within the Church which have enrolled 
themselves under the leadership of anti- 
American forces”. He called them “the 
greatest threat to the morale of the Army 
and of the Defense effort”. (N. Y. Times, 
August 10). Of the Catholic Press cam- 
paign against our government and Bishop 
Hurley’s defense of it, he said: “It is in- 
credible that they should be so long allowed 
to vomit their spleen on the youth of our 
country. One paper, stealthily and furtive- 
ly, has begun to besmirch the good name of 
a Bishop among the priests of his own dio- 
cese”’. - 


Chaplain Sheehy, as well as ourselves, 
knows that this pro-fascist, Jesuit leader- 
ship of the Catholic church in America is 
foreign to the native, democratic ideals of 
the rank-and-file membership. He knows, 
too, that, if it were not for this false lead- 
ership, Catholics would today rally behind 
their American brothers to crush Hitlerism. 

As Tue CoNverTED CaTHOLIc has often 
pointed out, this conflict of the lower clergy 
and laity against Roman Jesuit leadership 
has persisted throughout the history of the 
Catholic church. It stands out more clearly 
in times like these when the lines are clean- 
cut between the forces of tyranny and re- 
action and those of humanity and liberal- 





ism. In the future as in the past the power 
of the Jesuits within the church must de 
cline or mount according to the nature of 
the political forces that triumph. 


*> * * 


CATHOLIC LIBERAL ASSAILED BY 
THE CHURCH 


AMONG the Catholic newspapers that as- 
sailed Supreme Court Justice Murphy for 
his pro-Administration speech before the 
Knights of Columbus Convention were: 
The Record, Louisville, Ky.; The Citizen- 
Herald, Milwaukee, Wis.; The Daily Amer- 
ican Tribune, Dubuque, Iowa; The North- 
West Progress, Seattle, Wash.; The Inland 
Catholic, Spokane, Wash.; The Catholic 
News, New York; The Tablet, Brooklyn, N. 
Y.; The Catholic Transcript, Hartford, 
Conn. These are all official organs of lead- 
ing Roman Catholic dioceses. 
* * 


HOLY IS AS HOLY DOES 


THE SACRED HEART COMMUNITY BAR- 
BECUE was raided by the sheriffs at Lan- 
caster, Los Angeles. Considerable gambling 
equipment was seized. A few days later 
the Los Angeles Examiner reported grovel- 
ing apologies from Sheriff Eugene Biscail- 
uz. He said in part: “It is an exceedingly 
regrettable affair. I have ordered a full and 
complete investigation to ascertain if there 
was a plot afoot to discredit the Catholic 
church or the Sheriff’s office”. Lieutenant 
Pete Sutton of the Sheriff’s vice squad ab- 
jectly excused himself by saying that “he 
saw no evidence at the time of the raid that 
the carnival was sponsored by the Sacred 
Heart Church”, otherwise he would not 
have raided it. 


In short, gambling is a vice that must be 
uprooted—except, of course, where the Cath- 
olic church uses it to make money. In other 
words, “the end justifies the means”. It is 
not news to see the Catholic church apply- 
ing this principle, but it is novel to see offi- 
cers of the law adopting it. But then, may- 
be they are Catholics. 

* a * 


YOUR HELP TO CATHOLICISM 


THE W. P. A. of New York City is using U. 
S. Treasury funds to pay for the compiling 
and writing of a History of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church in the Archdiocese of New York. 
One volume is now ready for publication. 
Another volume will be published as soon as 
it is censored and approved by the Catholic 
church authorities of New York. 
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A similar misuse of federal funds is found 
in the long-established policy of having W. 
P. A. teachers do supplementary teaching in 
the parochial schools of New York City. 


* * * 


VATICAN-BERLIN LIAISON OFFICERS 


A UNITED PRESS dispatch from Vatican 
City was published in the Herald-Tribune 
of August 27 as follows: “Pope Pius XII 
granted an audience today to fifty German 
officers. The semi-Official Vatican News 
Agency announcing the fact, said: ‘These 
audiences are a daily occurrence and have 
become habitual events’ ”’. 


QUESTION BOX 


Q. Are the “Syllabus of Errors” of Pius 
IX and other papal encyclicals infallible 
pronouncements, and must Catholics obey 
them under pain of eternal damnation? 
—C. K., Waterbury, Conn. 


A. It would take many columns to an- 
swer this question satisfactorily. Strange as 
it may seem, no one can definitely say what 
decrees of the popes are strictly speaking 
infallible, that is, in the sense defined by 
the Vatican Council of 1870. Conditions re- 
quired are: the pope must speak on mat- 
ters of faith and morals; he must speak ex 
cathedra, i.e. from St. Peter’s chair; he 
must intend to bind all the faithful. But 
this has only been done once, and that was 
when Pope Pius IX himself ascended the 
papal chair in 1870 to decree this very dog- 
ma.and its conditions, and to pronounce 
himself (and all popes before and after 
him) to be infallible. 


But, besides this power of infallibility, 
the pope is credited with divine magister- 
ium, or teaching power, and which, in prac- 
tice, is as binding on Catholics as are in- 
fallible pronouncements. Papal encyclicals 
come under this “divine teaching” power of 
the popes, and are generally regarded as 
binding Catholics under pain of mortal sin. 
For instance, in his encyclical, Casti Con- 
nubii, Pope Pius XI, in 1931, condemned 
birth control, and although his pronounce- 
ments are not, strictly speaking, 100 per 
cent infallible, Catholics incur the guilt of 
mortal sin, and consequent eternal damna- 


tion, if they disobey the pope’s teaching on 
the matter. 


The Catholic Dictionary, (1917, p. 298), 
has the following concerning the binding 
force of papal encyclicals: 


“Encyclicals are not necessarily ex cathe- 
dra pronouncements, though the pope 
could, if he so willed, issue definitions in 
this way. The faithful are bound to give 
them a religious assent, interior as well 
as exterior, and respect.” 


Thus, if Catholics are bound to give them 
“interior as well as exterior” assent, encyc- 
licals would seem to have the same effect 
as infallible pronouncements. Since, how- 
ever, ex cathedra infallible pronouncements 
are entirely irrevocable and dogmatic, it is 
doubtful if this method of dogmatic defini- 
tion will ever be used except in relatively 
unimportant matters. Encyclicals are said 
to be in effect 99 and 44/100 percent infall- 
ible, but for that reason they leave a tiny 


escape Outlet, in case the need should ever 
arise. 
ok a 7” 


Q. Will you please tell me how many 
days and hours a soul will remain in 
Purgatory after a Mass has been offered 
for it? I should like to know also, why 
it is that a poor man must pay a dollar for 
a Mass? 


This question is taken from the Catholic 
Brooklyn “Tablet” of July 19, as a sample of 
questions and answers in Roman Catholic 
newspapers and magazines. The Brooklyn 
“Tablet” is the official Catholic newspaper 
for the largest Roman Catholic diocese in 
the country. Following is the answer which 
it gives to the above question: 


A. We are afraid that you have forgotten 
your catechism, for otherwise you would 
know that the value of a Mass is not meas- 
ured by hours and days. When Mass is of- 
fered for a poor soul, the merits of the 
Mass are infinite, that is, without and be- 
yond all measure, and the.soul benefits to 
the extent of God’s pleasure. More than that 
is not known to us for the reason that that 
is all God has revealed and the Church 
teaches. Regarding the dollar stipend for a 
low Mass, you ought to know that that dol- 
lar does not pay for the Mass. There is not 
enough money in the world to pay for even 
one Mass. The stipend is an alms, a sign and 
proof, that as Christ is about to make a 
sacrifice of Himself for you, you are willing 
to make a sacrifice for Him. The dollar is a 
mighty small sacrifice compared with that 
made by God at the altar. 
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DISSATISFIED CATHOLICS 


TYPICAL of letters from dissatisfied Cath- 
olics who cannot openly proclaim their 
yearnings for the Gospel truth, is the fol- 
lowing: 


“I am a Roman Catholic, age 35 and mar- 
ried, thoroughly disgusted with priestcraft 
and ecclesiasticism. I believe that I will 
find much enlightenment and solace from 
your publication. Due to family and so- 
cial reasons it is necessary for me to con- 
tinue as a member of the Roman church. 
At some future date, when I have com- 
pletely emancipated myself from the ten- 
acious grip of Roman ecclesiasticism, I 
shall be pleased to tell all my Catholic 
friends that I have become a free man, 
with only the New Testament to guide my 
life. Until then I shall, discreetly, do all 
I can to spread the good work of “The 
Converted Catholic’’. 


* &* * 


CONVERSIONS TO PROTESTANTISM 


A ZEALOUS Baptist minister, within the 
confines of the diocese of the aggressive 
Catholic Bishop of Buffalo, is interested in 
the survey we are making among Protestant 
ministers as to the number of converted 
Catholics in their congregations. Like many 
other Protestant ministers who write us, he 
is desirous of procuring all the information 
possible on the aims and activities of Rom- 
an Catholic agents. He writes in part as 
follows: 


“My object in getting all the information 
possible on this very vital matter is not 
to be able better to discuss it with their 
priests. I believe that only men like your- 
selves who were formerly priests are real- 
ly able to do this. But my own people of- 
ten bring up questions about Roman Cath- 
olic beliefs, and for their sakes I wish to 
be well informed. I also hope to be able 
to help the many doubting Catholics who, 
I feel sure, would renounce Catholicism 
for a positive evangelical faith if they 
only had someone to take an interest in 
them. 


“This was illustrated recently when the 
pastors of one of the Baptist churches in 
Jamestown, N. Y. was conducting the fun- 
eral of a young Italian woman in his 


church. There were over four hundred 
Italians present at the service, and when 
the pastor asked them if they were Rom- 
an Catholics, they answered ‘No! We are 
Protestants’. When he inquired further 
what particular Protestant church they 
belonged to, they answered ‘None’. Furth- 
er inquiry revealed that what they meant 
by being Protestant was simply that they 
had literally protested against the teach- 
ings and practices of the Catholic church 
to the extent of withdrawing from its 
communion, but as yet had not sought 
nor found anything to take its place. I 
recently met a shoe-repair man of the 
same attitude of mind, and I am doing all 
I can to help him. Someone before me 
had given him a copy of the Bible in Ital- 
ian and he is faithfully reading it. . .” 
Few know or realize the extent of the 
work being done in this field, or the extent 
of the need there is of bringing light and 
solace to so many unchurched Catholics who 
have renounced the church of Rome but 
who are without spiritual guidance. We can 
promise that the result of our survey will be 
quite startling in this particular. 


ANSWERING CORRESPONDENTS 


OUR ENDEAVOR is to answer personally 
and promptly all letters of inquiry from our 
readers. The volume of such mail is very 
great, however, and we are often called 
away to preach and tell of our work in dis- 
tant places. We therefore ask the indul- 
gence of those correspondents whose letters 
are not answered immediately. 


For Information on the Inroads 
of the Enemies of Protestantism in 
Canada— 


READ --- 


PROTESTANT 
ACTION 


“Canada’s National Protestant 


Journal” 


A militant and independent monthly 
newspaper of facts, figures and argu- 
ments that you do not find in any 
other paper published in Canada. 


$1.00 per year 
Sample copy on request 
11 GLEBEHOLME BLVD. 
Toronto 6, Canada 
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About Books 


THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM, By A. J. 
Cronin, Little, Brown & Co., Price $2.50. 


AFTER writing of doctors and their strug- 
gle to humanize their profession, Dr. Cron- 
in in his latest novel, The Keys of the King- 
dom. writes of the Roman Catholic priest- 
hood. He has made a brave, and, in the 
opinion of Catholic critics, a disastrous at- 
tempt to show what a Catholic priest must 
suffer when he tries to preach tolerance, 
humility, generosity and liberality of spirit. 
In order to do so, Dr. Cronin was forced to 
be very frank in picturing the snobbery, the 
autocracy, the intolerance and uncomprom- 
ising spirit of the Catholic church as the 
background for the life of a priest who tried 
to be different from what the church wants 
its priests to be. 

His hero is Father Francis Chisholm, a 
Scotchman (which may account for his un- 
Catholic outlook), who, like all sincere as- 
pirants to the priesthood, imagined that if 
he became a priest he could reform the 
Catholic church from within and bring it 
into line with the more tolerant spirit of 
modern times. His disillusionment began in 
the seminary and continued thru all his con- 
tacts with parish priests, bishops, and dioc- 
esan curia, foreign missions, nuns, and the 
entire doctrine, attitude and policy of the 
Catholic church as a whole. His failure to 
compromise with the bigotry, intransigence 
and high-handedness of those above him in 
the church made his life a bitter disappoint- 
ment, and he returned home after thirty-five 
years as a missionary in China (where he 
was sent by his bishop) only to find himself 
being investigated for incompetence and a 
suspicion of insanity by the bishop’s secre- 
tary. 

As expected, the Catholic press has been 
furious at the author for thus daring to hold 
up the Catholic church to criticism. What 
the author intended as virtues in his priest- 
hero—his endeavor to be all things to all 
men, to be tolerant to people of all faiths, 
even making friends with an atheist and 
finding wisdom in the sayings of Confucius 
—Catholic critics naturally regard as the 
crime of “religious indifferentism’”’. So con- 
demnatory has been the criticisms of his 
book by the Catholic press, that Dr. Cronin 
was obliged to make the following com- 
plaint to the Jesuit magazine, America, 


which it published in its issue of Aug. 23: 
“These unfortunate notices which have 
appeared from certain quarters of Cath- 
olic thought have hurt me very deeply. I 
cannot conceive how a work written with 
such sincerity and, if I may say so, pur- 
ity of intention could arouse antagonism 
of this nature. The whole purpose of the 
book is to preach tolerance, humility, gen- 
erosity and liberality of spirit as against 
the material values that are poisoning 
the world today. 

A. J. Cronin.” 


We of Tur CoNvertep CATHOLIC who have 
been priests and suffered as Dr. Cronin’s 
Father Chisholm did in efforts to preach 
tolerance, generosity and liberality of spirit 
and square it with the traditional attitude 
of the Catholic church, know well what Dr. 
Cronin has encountered here. He may get 
somewhere crusading for more humanity in 
the medical profession, but he is wasting 
his time if he thinks he can effect a change 
of heart in the Roman Catholic priesthood. 


L. H. L. 


WHY 854 PRIESTS LEFT THE 
CHURCH OF ROME, by Albert Close. 
PRICE $1.00. 


WE ARE happy to announce that 
a further shipment of this book has ar- 
rived safely from London. Some of our 
readers who previously ordered copies 
were disappointed at our inability to 
supply them because our stock was ex- 
hausted. We shall be glad to hear again 
from these and from others who wish 
to order a copy. Price is $1.00, cloth 
bound. 


“The Converted Catholic is worth a 
dollar of any man’s money”, a Pro- 
testant minister told one of his par- 
ishoners recently. The good use to 
which Protestant ministers have put 
information from our magazine is a 


great encouragement to us. Let 
YOUR minister know about it. 


FOR $1.00 WE WILL MAIL SAMPLE 
COPIES OF THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC TO TWENTY OF YOUR 
FRIENDS AND ACQUAINTANCES. 








Give Hi 
as ¥0 A Meal? 


Suppose you met him face to face—obviously a cultured gentle- 
man, tired, worn, disconsolate, nervously fingering his unaccus- 
tomed collar and tie—would you give him a meal? 


Suppose you knew his history: Yesterday a highly respected 
Catholic priest in a decidedly comfortable rectory. Today a Pro- 
testant layman, untrained for worldly endeavor, out of a job, out 
of funds, an outcast from his family and his friends because he 
left the Catholic priesthood. Would you help him? 


~ CHRIST'S MISSION 


is YOU under such circumstances. It is the agent for Protestants of all 
denominations to aid the many priests of the church of Rome who give 
up all that the world holds dear, because their God and yours has 
pointed the way. 


The price of a dollar dinner makes you a member of Christ’s Mission, 
and that dollar will go to help those who give up food and raiment to 
embrace the Faith and Freedom that God gave you gratis. Membership . 
$1, $2, $5, or what you will. Use the’ coupon below. 


CHRIST’S MISSION 


229 West 48th St. New York, N. Y. 


Send bill, check or money order. 


Appeals similar to this are made by the Calvert Convert League, the 82. 
Paul Guild and other Catholic societies to help Protestant ministerg who 
become. Catholics and to secure jobs for them. We are asking you to’ show 
the same teal on behalf of converted Catholic priests, whose revolt against 
an international political church entails much greater hardships. 





BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS OF INTEREST 
IN THE ROMAN CATHOLIC QUESTION 


THE CATHOLIC CRISIS, by George Seldes. A factual survey of the 
policies and polities of the Catholic Church in the United States, 
Canada, South America and Europe. 537 pages; Price 


ROME STOOPS TO CONQUER, by E. Boyd Barrett, ex-Jesuit priest;. 
A penetrating analysis of the relation of the Catholic Church 
to Faseism and Democracy. Price $2.75 


THE SOUL OF A PRIEST, by L, H. Lehmann, former Catholic priest. 
The odyssey of a soul from the Roman priesthood to Evangelical 
Christianity. 150 pages; Price 


EX-PRIEST AND THE RIDDLE OF RELIGION, by L. H. Lehmann. 
An historical and philosophical analysis of the foundations of 
Roman Catholicism. 302-pages; Price $2. 


THE DRAMA OF WILLIAM OF ORANGE, edited by L. H. Lehmann. 
The Proscription of William of Orange and his famous Apologia 
in answer thereto. Tells of Holland’s fight against religious and 
civil tyranny. 118 pages; Price: paper covers, $1.00; cloth 


THE MONK WHO LIVED AGAIN, the thrilling story of Dr. Walter 
M. Montano, converted Dominican priest. Should be read by 
all interested in the social, and religious effects of Roman 
Catholicism on South America. Cloth 


THE LIBERAL ILLUSION 
Official Catholic publication. 
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PAMPHLETS: 


FATHER O’CONNOR, Story of his Life.and Work 
FATHER, CHINIQUY, His Life and Times.................0..40c ees -10 


PETE MARR A GG 3.25.62. he a Bk ae TE peel -10 
(Reprint from Convertep CATHOLIC) 


HOW THE POPES TREATED THE JEWS 
(Reprint from Converrep CaTHOLIc) 


THE.CONVERSION OF ROMAN CATHOLICS 
BISHOP STROSSMAYER’S SPEECH in the VATICAN COUNCIL .10 


READ—In Next Month’s “Converted Catholic”’: 


“The Bellarmine-Jefferson Legend” 


Refutation of the Catholic Claim that Jefferson Borrowed 
His Democratic Principles from Cardinal Bellarmine. 


- TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT ~- 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
229 West 48th Street NEW YORK, N.Y. 











